Bolinas Museum to host exhibit of artist and historian, Phil Frank.

March 7th to April 26th, 2009.  Opening Saturday, March 7th from 3:00-5:00
The Bolinas Museum will host an exhibition of Phil Frank’s work entitled EyeWitness from March 7th to April 26th, 2009 with an opening from 3:00 to 5:00 on Saturday the 7th of March. The show will feature the pen and ink cartoons that are familiar to Phil’s fans but also never-before-exhibited assemblage boxes and paintings by this prolific artist. EyeWitness includes framed cartoons, artifacts, photographs and finished art that reveal the dynamic creativity and artistic breadth of Phil Frank who is best known as the humor and pen behind the San Francisco Chronicle comic strip, Farley.  Curated by artist Dana Hooper with significant input from Phil’s wife, Susan Frank, this retrospective honors the beloved, late Phil Frank and his contributions to the artistic and historical communities of Marin.

This will be the first opportunity for the public to view many of his unique assemblage boxes that include artifacts found during his metal detecting forays, flea market searches and historical explorations. Lighted elements, hand-painted backgrounds and structured dioramas create a sense of mystery and storytelling in his three-dimensional pieces. These mixed-media works created between 1983 and 2006 have been loaned from numerous private collections and from the Frank Family Archive – most have never been displayed in a museum environment before. 

Phil was most widely known in the Bay Area as the creator of Farley, a contemporary comic strip that was syndicated in 1975, becoming a local strip in the San Francisco Chronicle for the past twenty-two years.  In fact, Phil had a robust career as a cartoonist and examples of his other panels and strips will be framed on display. Visitors will see originals of Miles To Go, Elderberries, Nigel Shiftright which appeared in Road and Track Magazine, a cowboy cartoon panel from True West Magazine and one of his earliest cartoons – Fritz Crackers which appeared in his hometown newspaper, the Marinscope. In addition to this finished art an installation of Phil’s writing and drawing desk from his Bolinas studio will be in place.

Bolinas always had a strong draw for Phil which is reflected in his art and his volunteer work with the Museum. Phil and his family have had a connection to the town since 1974 when they first visited, trading their turn-of-the century houseboat, The Ameer for a house in Bolinas for the summer. In 1987 they purchased a home there and, over the years, Phil spent a significant amount of time researching the history of Bolinas and volunteering as the acting Exhibitions Coordinator for the Museum’s history collection. With typical enthusiasm he donated his time to collect information and artifacts from as early as the 1900’s to contribute to the permanent archive at the museum.   This research evolved to the cooperative publication of Bolinas and Stinson Beach printed by Arcadia Press. Visitors to EyeWitness will see several paintings of Bolinas by the artist.  Phil and Susan’s property on Terrace Way is the inspiration for three plein aire landscapes rendered in acrylic paint on panels.

In the true spirit of a retrospective visitors will be treated to a tapestry of images from Phil’s rich and varied life. Sketches from his notebooks where he jotted down cartoon ideas and the doodles that escaped his pen in his studio while he was cradling a telephone while on ‘hold’ offer a glimpse into the life of Phil Frank – artist, historian, volunteer, friend and beloved family man.

Several of Phil’s book titles including I’m Ink Therefore I Am, Don’t Parade on My Reign will be available for purchase during the exhibit with proceeds benefiting the Bolinas Museum. The local history book that Phil helped to write, Bolinas and Stinson Beach, published by Arcadia Press will also be available for sale at the museum for the duration of the exhibit.

For further information about the Museum call  (415) 868-0330 or visit www.bolinasmuseum.org . Located at 48 Wharf Road in downtown Bolinas.

For further information about Phil Frank’s artistic career visit www.farleycomicstrip.com

