Proclamation of the city of Sausalito proclaiming March 29, 2008 ‘Phil Frank Day’.

Whereas, Sausalito’s treasure, Phil Frank, was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, moved westward, spending his young years through high school in Michigan, two years in a Jesuit Seminary, and attending Michigan State University majoring in graphic design with a minor in journalism; and

Whereas, joining the university’s newspaper, the Star News, Phil, Frank created a daily political cartoon commenting on the Vietnam War and the struggle for civil rights, as well as campus, local and national politics; and

Whereas, producing the political cartoon five days a week for four years, Phil’s strip became such a success it was syndicated in other college newspapers; and

Whereas Phil’s artistic and whimsical talent, intelligence and natural wit were recognized in his freshman year in college journalism classes, opening several doors for him as an artist and writer for Hallmark cards in Kansas City, as an instructor in advertising and journalism at Michigan State, and eventually on to a career in cartooning; and

Whereas, Phil hear the call to ‘Go west, young man,’ and in 1969 packed up his family including his first wife Marylou, son Phil and daughter Stacy, and headed to the West Coast, spending a brief sojourn in Berkeley, until the lure of the houseboats and exquisite beauty of our small waterfront town called Sausalito was irresistible and he made his way into an 1890’s ark, the Ameer, at Waldo Point Harbor; and

Whereas, due to his life-long interest in history, Phil soon found his way to the then newly formed Sausalito Historical Society to do research on his houseboat; and when he walked out of the door from the first visit, it was as a member of the board of the Sausalito Historical Society…and the rest was history; and

Whereas, by 1975 he began the nationally syndicated strip called ‘Travels with Farley’, which was converted in 1985 to the local ‘Farley’ strip that appeared only in the San Francisco Chronicle; and

Whereas, through the Farley strip, Phil changed our world by inhabiting it with a host of beloved characters including the inimitable Farley (some say a self-portrait); the guru Baba Rebop; Bruce the raven; Beppo the homeless guy; Irene the meter maid; Miles the dog; Orwell the feral cat; Velma Melmac, the champion of national parks’ cleanup; a number of recurring characters with local flavor like Hissonor the Mayor; and of course those bears – Hilda, Alfonse and Floyd; and

Whereas, under the pen name ‘Fritz Crackers’, Phil also created a long-running weekly cartoon strip for the Marin Scope newspaper that reflected local characters, political situations and notable events through his watchful and perceptive point of view, delighting and often challenging Sausalitans to ponder the state of our own affairs; and

Whereas, over the next 20-plus years, Phil served in virtually every capacity for the Sausalito Historical Society, serving as a docent and continuing as a longtime board chairman, president, a procurer of historical artifacts, a preservationist extraordinaire, as a writer and producer of the Society newsletter, a membership chairman who, by his own deep commitment to the Historical Society, drew many members of the community to join, breathing new life into the Historical Society so that it survived and thrived to celebrate the Sausalito Centennial in 1993 in grand style, and continues to flourish; and

Whereas, Phil Frank also created the first history exhibit for the Bolinas Museum, a dynamic one-room exhibit incorporating found objects, photographs and documents from as early as the 1900s serving as a board member and history curator, helping to organize and curate the museum’s history collections; and

Whereas, a member of the board of the Yosemite Association and an honorary California State Park ranger, Phil Frank illustrated a series of guidebooks to four national parks (Yosemite, Grand Canyon, Yellowstone and Muir Wood), which his wife, Susan wrote; and

Whereas, Phil Frank was a family man and a wonderful son to Normal and Clare, husband to Susan, father to Phil and Stacy, father-in-law to Kathleen and Michael and treasured grandfather to Emma, Audrey and Nora, as well as a devoted companion to the family’s beloved animals; and

Whereas, Phil, for many years very generously shared his time and talents designing countless logos and illustrations for T-shirts, aprons, posters, brochures, newsletters, campaign literature, community forums and historical exhibits for scores of local organizations in support of their fundraising and consciousness-raising efforts; and

Whereas Phil Frank enriched the Sausalito community immeasurably becoming a treasured part of the fabric of our lives, putting his mark on such commemorations as the centennial celebration, the Humming Toad Fish Festival, Maritime Days, our Downtown Visitors Center with its historical exhibit housed in the historical building the Ice House, all the while preserving old boats, old homes, vintage cards and other artifacts; and

Whereas, through Phil’s limitless vision and boundless capacity to excel, he decorated our lives – and the quality of our lives- in ways that will live on as permanent remembrances of this special man;

Now, therefore, be it resolved, That the city of Sausalito proclaims this day, Saturday March 29th as Phil Frank Day, celebrating with his family and legions of friends Phil’s birthday, March 27, 1943, with great joy, deep respect, admiration and gratitude for his life; and be it further resolved: That Phil Frank’s legacy, the increased awareness of Sausalito’s rich and varied heritage, be recognized and cherished as his incomparable gift to the ‘Town of the Little Willow”, Sausalito.
